[Cerebral x-ray computed tomography and scintigraphy. Value of the combination of these investigative methods in ischemic pathology].
In 15 patients with a recent ischaemic cerebral vascular accident computerized tomography (CT) of the brain was normal whereas scintigraphy, performed at the same time, clearly showed the ischaemic area. These discordant findings may be interpreted as false-negative CT results. Factors such as the time elapsed between the cerebral accident and the CT examination, and the use or non-use of an intravenous contrast injection are discussed. It seems that the key factor is the proximity of the ischaemic lesion to the surface of the brain: cortical necrosis is undetectable at CT but distinctly visible at scintigraphy.